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pared with recidivists has already been pointed out (p, 274 and
Table C). The numbers also rose in Abingdon.1 In the county
the number falls from 41 to 27* In all parts of the Area "other crimes
against property' account for nearly all first offenders and a marked
increase in the number of juvenile offenders is a factor of 1936 as
compared with 1931. It is also noticeable that in 1936 all those who
decided to make their criminal debut by 'breaking and entering' were
under 22 (under 17 in Abingdon and the city), while in 1931 the
majority were 17 and over. Breaking and entering is more usually
a young man's crime than that even of an adolescent. Apart from
this the changes in the age of first offenders are different in the city
from those in the county. In the city, although the total number of
males increases, there is no change in the number of those between
17 and 21, the increase being shared between those under 17 and
those over zi. The proportion of the total number to be found in
these latter age-groups has, however, altered but little. Although
the number of those under 17 has more than doubled, yet the per-
centage of the whole has only risen from 21 per cent, in 1931 to 33
per cent, in 1936, while offenders of 22 and over still number about
48 per cent, of the total. Among females there is an increase in the
number under 22 and also in those over 30. In the county, however,
the total number of male first offenders has fallen (the number of
females is too small for comment), but there has been a marked shift
from the older to the younger age-groups. While in 1931, 56 per
cent, were over 21, this group only contributed 33^ per cent, in 1936.
In 1931 only 22 per cent, were under 17 as against 44 per cent, five
years later. This is in striking contrast with the situation in the city.
In Abingdon the age shift is even more marked, but, as has been
explained, the situation there is not strictly comparable.
Table G2 shows the mode of disposal of first offenders. In the city
there is a sharp rise in 1936 in the number of short prison sentences,
but over the whole of the Area the proportion sentenced to imprison-
ment is very small. The county and Abingdon made more use of
the Borstal system and of approved schools when dealing with male
offenders than did the city; on the other hand, the city placed more
on probation, and the increase in Abingdon from none to seven
placed on probation is gratifying. These differences may well reflect
the changes in the age of first offenders referred to above. Of female
offenders, the small number in the county again calls for no comment,
while in the city there is a large increase in the number placed on
probation. This increase may be connected with the appointment of
1 But cf. p. 274.                      a See Appendix VUL